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Minutes of the Meeting of  
Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District  

Board of Governors 
held on Saturday, May 26, 2018 
at the Quonochontaug Grange 

5662 Post Road 
Charlestown RI 02813 

Members in Attendance:   Brewster Blackall, Tom Farrell, Tom Frost, Julie Low, Jim 
Mara, Roberta Peet, Vinny Reppucci, Randy Thornton and Tom Wildman 

Members Absent:  Charlie Freedgood 

Also in attendance were Julia Mathews, Assistant Treasurer; Sally Devin, Assistant Clerk; 
Katherine Huntington, Manager of Special Events; DeDe Consoli, Manager of 
Merchandise Sales; Peter Rettig, Manager of Beach and Dunes; Kate Thornton, E-mail 
Blast Coordinator, and members of the public. 

I.  Call to Order & Moderator’s Remarks    

The Moderator, Randy Thornton, called the meeting to order at approximately 9:00 a.m.  
He welcomed all present to the start of what should be another great Quonnie summer 
season.  Randy reported that he has begun to form this year’s Nominating Committee and 
that Nancy Matthews has agreed to chair the committee again this year.  

II.  Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made to approve the draft minutes of the October 7, 2017 meeting of the 
Board of Governors.  The motion was seconded and passed, with all members of the 
Board of Governors in attendance voting in favor of the motion (other than the 
Moderator, who under the District’s By-Laws only votes in the case of a tie). 

III.  Clerk’s Proposals 

The Clerk, Tom Wildman, briefly summarized some of the requirements of Rhode 
Island’s Open Meetings Act and their impact on the operation of the District’s 
Committees.  He recalled that revisions to the District’s by-laws in 2015 had eased the 
over-all burden of compliance with OMA by reducing the number of  our standing 
committees to four (Finance & Budget, Long Range Planning, Public Works and 
Community Property) and providing for the appointment of Managers to assume the 
responsibilities previously held by the eliminated committees.  This change appears to 
have worked well and, as amendments to OMA continue to increase the requirements for 
compliance, it might make sense to give the Board flexibility to further reduce the 
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number of  committees and appoint additional managers in their stead.  While expressing 
support for this idea, several persons noted the importance of managers regularly 
reporting to the Board and keeping the community informed of plans and activities via e-
blasts.  Without taking a formal vote, it was agreed by consensus that Tom should prepare 
a proposed amendment to our by-laws to eliminate the requirement for any standing 
committee other than a Finance and Budget Committee.  This proposed amendment will 
be considered at a future Board meeting for possible recommendation to the District 
voters at the 2018 annual meeting. 

Tom next noted that one of the requirements of OMA is that notices and meeting agendas 
be posted at our principal office, or in the absence of such an office, at the location of the 
meeting.  Because QCBFD has had no principal office, this requirement has resulted in 
having to post notice/agendas at the Charlestown Police Station, the Grange Hall or on 
the front doors of people’s houses.  To eliminate the need for such seemingly useless 
postings, Tom suggested that the new shed that the Board approved last October for 
installation near the tennis courts at the request of the Manager of Merchandise Sales be 
designated as the District’s principal office.  No objection was  expressed, and Tom said 
that he will make a formal motion for such designation once the shed is installed and a 
satisfactory place for OMA postings on it is identified.  

 V.  Benefits to which Owners of Sliver Lots Entitled  

Randy noted that various individuals have expressed concern about the perceived 
unfairness that results from the owners of lots in QCBFD on which a house cannot be 
built (often referred to as “sliver lots”) receiving beach and boat landing passes while 
paying very low District property taxes (which in accordance with our Charter are based 
on Town of Charlestown assessments).  Randy said that he asked Tom Frost to lead a 
study group, consisting of Tom, Mike Divney, Julia Mathews and the Clerk, to review the 
matter and identify possible courses of action. 

Tom indicated that there were 15 such lots in the District and described the several 
different ways in which these lots had come about.  He stated that no additional such lots 
could be created because of prohibitions in the Town of Charlestown’s zoning and 
subdivision ordinances.  A number of Board members expressed agreement that the 
situation seemed unfair and suggested various possible remedies that might merit 
consideration.  Following discussion, Randy indicated that because of the interest 
expressed by the Board, he would ask the study group to explore the situation further and 
review possible remedies with our legal counsel.  

�2



                                                                                                      APPROVED                                                                                

VI.  Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer, Roberta Peet, reported that all property taxes have been paid and that our 
expenses are within budget. 

VII. Managers’ Reports 

DeDe Consoli, Manager of Merchandise Sales,  reported that a variance that is necessary 
in order to put the new shed described above in the desired location near the QCBFD 
tennis courts has been received and that the shed should be installed soon after the 
Memorial Day weekend.  DeDe exhibited some of the merchandise that will be for sale 
this year and received many favorable comments.  

Peter Rettig, Manager of Beach and Dunes, reported that the beach had weathered the 
winter well and was in good shape.  Some dead or dying pine trees have been removed.  
Various suggestions about possible extension or modification of the boardwalk from the 
parking area were discussed.  DeDe Consoli volunteered to attempt to design a handrail 
for the boardwalk that would be equally functional as the galvanized pipe typically used 
but more attractive. 

Brewster Blackall, Manager of Boating/Marina, stated that the 2018 boat stickers would 
be available soon.  He indicated that an additional kyack rack is planned and that he is 
considering suggestions to modify the area to the right of the dock to create another 
launching area for small boats.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

VIII.  Committee Chairs’ Reports 

Public Works.  The committee chair, Vinnie Reppucci, reported that, after discussion with 
different vendors, it has been determined that our roads do not need chip coating at this 
time.  Rather, pot holes will be filled soon and a sealer will be applied later in the year. 

Vinnie noted that we received one erroneous report of coliform bacteria in our water 
system in November 2017 that was withdrawn and another report of coliform in March of 
this year that retesting showed to have been eliminated.  Coliform is not itself harmful but 
its presence can be an indicator of more serious problems.  The brief appearance of 
coliform in March is not of concern and was probably the result of the severe winter 
storms that we experienced.  The nitrate levels in our water system are down, consistent 
with expected seasonal variations. 
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Long Range Planning.  The committee chair, Tom Farrell,  reported that the committee 
has decided to explore the economics of burying utility lines in the District and to survey 
the community to determine other possible matters on which to focus. 

IX.  Adjournment  

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at approximately 10:35 a.m..  The motion 
was seconded and passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas R. Wildman, Clerk 
Quonochontaug Central Beach Fire District
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